Cell Phone and Electronic Device Memo
To: Bradford County Bar Association, Bradford County Employees and Visitors to the Bradford
County Courthouse
From: President Judge Maureen T. Beirne
Re: Prohibition of cell phones and electronic devices in courthouse effective May 15, 2017
Date: April 18, 2017
The Court of Common Pleas of the 42nd Judicial District with support of the Bradford County
Commissioners and Bradford County Sheriff has entered an Order prohibiting cell phones and electronic
devices in the Bradford County Courthouse effective May 15, 2017. We have had instances of
individuals using such devices to take pictures of defendants, sheriff deputies and probation officers in the
courthouse. We recently had an instance of an individual recording a hearing. As explained in the “Cell
Phone and Electronic Device Policy” the Pennsylvania Rules of Judicial Administration prohibit photos,
recording, televising and broadcasting in the courtroom and areas immediately adjacent hereto.
Therefore, because of the difficulty in policing the courthouse for instances of prohibited cell phone or
electronic device use, a policy must be entered prohibiting such devices. The policy will be published in
the Bradford County Law Journal and on the Bradford County/Courts/Court Administration Website.
There are 6 categories of exceptions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Bradford County Employees
Law Enforcement
Attorneys
Jurors
Individuals in the Courthouse on official business related to their employment
Evidentiary or photographic purposes.

Please review the policy carefully. If you fall within one of the exceptions, the Cell Phone and
Electronic Device Policy will explain what is required to enter the courthouse with a cell phone or cellular
device. Even if you fall within one of the exceptions, you are still prohibited from using the cell phone or
electronic device for photographing, videoing, recording or transmitting communications in or from the
courthouse. Also, as has always been the policy, such devices must be turned completely off in a
courtroom.
There will be a limited number of lockers that can be used for storage of devices. However, if the
lockers are all in use, an individual will have to leave the device in their vehicle.
Thank you for your cooperation in instituting this policy. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact me or Court Administration.

