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Bradford County Bicentennial Celebration  
By: Matt Carl, Curator of the Bradford County  Historical Society  

     Bradford County began 

a year long celebration of  

its 200th anniversary on 

Saturday, March 24, 

2012, with two special 

events.   The morning 

event gave county resi-

dents an opportunity to 

visit their county court-

house and appreciate the 

beauty of the building. The  

tour included the three court-

rooms and a display created 

by the Bradford County His-

torical Society. 

     There were 44 easels 

throughout the  three floors 

of the rotunda area.  Each 

easel represented  a township 

or borough, and four of them 

displayed photographs of early 

Bradford County courthouses, 

the  old jail, the almshouse, 

and images of the three build-

ings that have housed the 

Bradford County Historical 

Society over the years.  

     The easels were created 

using images from the histori-

cal societyõs commemorative 

book entitled , ò Bradford 

County Bicentennialña Photo-

graphic History.ó  The book 

and the accompanying easel 

displays were designed by 

Matthew Carl, historical  

The Bradford County Commissioners at the 200th Anniver-

sary event. Left to right Commissioner McLinko, Commis-

sioner Daryl Miller, and Commissioner Mark Smith, as Mr. 

Miller reads the Proclamation. Additional Comments were 

offered by Commissioner McLinko and Commissioner 

Smith. 
Left: A view from 

the second floor 

of the court house 

looking down at 

the first floor dur-

ing the 200th 

Anniversary Open 

House. 

Commissioners Vote to Approve Impact Fee  

     On April 12, 2012, at 

the Bradford County Com-

missioners meeting a vote 

was taken by roll call.  

Commissioner Mark Smith 

voted òyeaó, Commissioner 

Daryl Miller voted òyeaó 

and Commissioner Doug 

McLinko voted òyeaó to 

pass Ordinance 2012-01 

to impose an unconven-

By: Sheri McHenry,  Administrative Assistant  

tional gas well fee on each 

unconventional gas well 

spud in Bradford County, as 

authorized in Title 58. 

 The decision came after 

the collection of 

òDeclaration of Intentsó 

from Borough and Township 

Municipalities. These decla-

rations stated whether the 

municipality was for or 

against the countyõs  adop-

tion of the ordinance.  The 

majority of municipalities 

voted for the adoption of 

an impact fee. 

     We appreciate each 

municipalities participation 

on this important issue. 

  In the weeks leading 

up to this decision, there 

was  a great deal of con-

http://twitter.com/BradfordCounty
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Page 2 Bradford County 

Press Release 

       Jeffrey Singer, Direc-

tor of the Bradford County 

Library, gave a presenta-

tion on his fatherõs biogra-

phy òMarcel Singer: The 

Gentle Butcher of Hong 

Kewó by Sidney Kurtz, on 

Thursday, April 19, at the 

county library. 

    In April 1938, Marcel 

Singer and his family were 

forced to abandon their 

small town in rural Austria 

to Vienna. Fleeing Nazi 

persecution, they traveled 

Presentation of a Fathers Biography  

Biography of Marcel Singer: The 

Gentle Butcher of Hong Kew by 

Sidney Kurtz. 

around the world to Shang-

hai, China, where a Jewish 

ghetto had been desig-

nated by the Japanese gov-

ernment. Twenty thousand 

people were compelled to 

live in one square mile, yet 

these people found the 

strength to endure, thrive, 

and even succeed in spite 

of these unpleasant condi-

tions. 

     Copies of Mr. Singerõs 

book are available for pur-

society manager/curator.  

 Beginning in June, 

there will be a small dis-

play of the easels set up in 

the courthouse, these ea-

sels will change every 

month until the end of the 

year.  The rest of the ea-

sels will be available to 

view at the Bradford 

County Historical Society 

Museum during their nor-

mal business hours. 

òBicentennialó Contõd from  Page 1 

òImpact Feeó Contõd from  Page 1 

versation about the use of 

these funds. This is the in-

formation we have received 

thus far. 

  All fees collected are 

deposited in an Unconven-

tional Gas Well Fund, to be 

administered by the Public 

Utility Commission (PUC). 

The PUC is given full investi-

gatory and audit preroga-

tives and responsibilities, 

and can assess interest and 

penalties on any producer 

who is delinquent in pay-

ments. PUC can also assess 

civil penalties.  

 Off-the-top distributions 

include: 2.5 million to County 

Conservation Districts, 1 mil-

lion to Fish and Boat Com-

mission, 1 million to PUC for 

administration, 6 million to 

DEP for administration and 

enforcement, $750,000 to 

Pennsylvania Emergency 

Management Agency, 

$750,000 for Office of State 

Fire Commissioner, 1 million 

for PENN DOT 

 20 million for Marcellus Leg-

acy Fund, 2.5 million for 

Housing Affordability and 

Rehabilitation Enhancement 

Fund. Host counties will re-

ceive 36% distributed pro 

Environmental and rec-

reational programs 

Preservation and recla-

mation of water sup-

plies 

Tax reductions 

Safe and affordable 

housing 

Records management, 

GIS and information 

technology 

Social Services 

Judicial Services 

Capital reserve ac-

counts 

Career and technology 

centers for training re-

lated to oil and gas in-

dustry 

Local or regional plan-

ning initiatives. 

 

 For more information 

about the impact fee and 

the ordinance passed 

please visit our latest news 

section of the website at 

www.bradfordcountypa.org. 

chase.  All sales will be 

used to benefit the 

Friends of the Bradford 

County Library.   

     The presentation was 

free and open to the 

public.  The Bradford 

County Library is located 

on US Route 6, about 

one quarter mile west of 

the town of Burlington.  

For information on up-

coming events,  

call the library at (570) 

297-2436. 

  The book was avail-

able for sale at the event 

and is also available  at 

the Bradford County His-

torical Society and at the 

Ben Franklin store, next to 

the courthouse, in To-

wanda.   

          The event highlight 

was a proclamation read 

by Commissioner Daryl 

Miller with additional com-

ments by Commissioner 

Doug McLinko and Commis-

sioner Mark Smith.   

 Matthew Carl an-

nounced the events that 

have been planned for the 

bicentennial year and en-

couraged residents to at-

tend these events through-

out the coming months. 

          During the open 

house, the county provided 

anniversary cake featuring 

the courthouse logo as well 

as punch served by the 

Bradford County elected 

officials and courthouse 

staff.  The front of the 

courthouse was draped in 

bunting in honor of the 

bicentennial.   

 Approximately 200 peo-

ple visited the courthouse 

during this event. 
 

http://www.bradfordcountypa.org/


Page 3 Volume 5, Issue 4 

torical society to commemorate the 

first 100 years of the county.  

Speeches, written in 1912, were 

read during  the program as a ca-

pacity crowd of over 100 people 

listened intently to the early history 

of the county and its formation.  

The speeches were interspersed 

with musical selections performed 

by the Wyalusing  Swing Choir.  

Bicentennial Celebration Held at the Historical Society  

     At the conclusion of the open 

house at the Bradford County 

Court House, residents were in-

vited to the Bradford County His-

torical Society only a block away  

where an excellent program was 

delivered by society board mem-

bers and volunteers.  The program 

was a re-creation of the centennial 

program  held in 1912 by the his-

Songs written by people 

associated with Bradford 

County were chosen such 

as òMr. Sandmanó by Pat 

Ballard; òTrust and Obeyó 

by Daniel B. Towner; 

òWonderful Words of Lifeó 

by Philip P. Bliss, and 

òCamptown Racesó by 

Stephen Foster. 

     When the afternoon 

program was completed, 

visitors enjoyed refresh-

ments and museum 

tours. This special day 

marked the beginning of 

the bicentennial year in 

Bradford County. 

     To purchase one of 

the historical societyõs 

commemorative book  

entitled òBradford 

County Bicentennial ñ A 

Photographic History,ó 

By: Matt Carl, Curator of the Bradford County Historical Society  

     To commemorate the 

200th Anniversary, the 

Bradford County Sheriffõs 

Office offered raffles for a 

custom Bicentennial En-

graved Glock 22ñ.40 cali-

ber hand gun. There were 

only 300 tickets sold.  

     The custom design 

handgun can be displayed 

in a handsome display 

case. 

     The proceeds will bene-

fit the Deputy Sheriffõs Be-

nevolent Association. 

     The drawing was held at 

the culmination of the kick 

off of the 200th Anniver-

sary Bicentennial Open 

House at the court house. 

Guests visiting the Bradford County Historical Society as part of the 

200th Anniversary Celebration of our County. 

Wyalusing Swing Choir performs musical  selections 

that were written by people associated with Bradford 

County. 

Sheriffôs Office Draws Winner of Gun Raffle 

A handsome display shown  at the 200th Anniversary Open 

House by the Sheriffõs office.   

Bradford County Sheriff C.J. Walters, aided 

by the assistance of  Michelle L. Shedden, 

Chief Clerk in drawing the winner of the   

By: Sheri McHenry, Administrative Assistant 

The winner of the custom en-

graved Glock .22 was Mike Sena 

of Towanda. 


